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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In Re the Application of: 

James Duncan Work 
Application No.: 09/852,336 
Filed: May 8, 2001 

For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 

INTERNET-BASED HUMAN NETWORK 
BROKERING 



Art Group: 2152 
Examiner: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.97 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure, enclosed is a copy of Information Disclosure 
Statement by Applicant (form PTO/SB/08), which is being submitted before the mailing of a first 
Office Action. It is respectfiiUy requested that the cited references be considered and that the 
enclosed copy of PTO/SB/08 be initialed by the Examiner to indicate such consideration and a 
copy thereof retumed to applicant(s). Copies of the references cited on PTO/SB/08 are enclosed 
herewith. 



-1- 



4938P001 



The references were cited in a Search Report dated October 7, 2002 (copy enclosed 
herewith) from a foreign patent office in a counterpart PCT apphcation. 

The submission of this Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made in the subject application and is not to be construed as 
an admission that the information cited in this statement is material to patentability. 

Please charge any fees due to Deposit Account 02-2666. A duplicate copy of the Fee 
Transmittal (PTO/SB/17) is enclosed for this purpose. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Blakely, Sokoloff, Taylor & Zafman LLP 



Date: 




02. 



Tar^k N. Fahmi, Reg. No. 41,402 




12400 Wilshire Blvd., 7th Floor 
Los Angeles, Califomia 90025 
(408) 947-8200 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as First Class mail with sufficient postage in an envelope addressed to: 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on: 





Date 
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ase type a plus sign (+) inside this box — ^ | + | 



PTO/SB/08A (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademarlt Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infonnation unless it displays a valid 0MB control number. 
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^^FORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 
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1 



of 



Complete if Known 


Application Number 


09/852.336 


Filing Date 


Mav 8. 2001 


First Named Inventor 


James Duncan Work 


Group Art Unit 


2152 


Examiner Name 




Attorney Docket Number 


4938P001 J 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No; 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Cdumns. Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 

Pirii iroc Annoar 


Number Kjnd Code^ 
(if known) 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines. 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


r 


Office* Numbef* ^""^^"^f 
(if known) 






WO 


99/39279 




Orbital Software Group Limited 


08-05-1999 









































































































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through dtation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication. 

'Unique citation designation number. ^See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 'Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WlPO Standard S.3). Tor Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. 'Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 'Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to ccxriplete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the amount of 
time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Infoimation Officer, Patent and Trademark OfTice, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington. DC 20231. 
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PTO/SB/08B (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademartt Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Papenvortt Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a coHection of infonnation unless it displays a valid 0MB control number. 
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Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 
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James D un c an Wo rk 



21 5 2 



4938P001 



OTHER ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No.' 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, joumal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.). date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or 

country where published. 



International Search Report PCT/US 01/15021; dated 10/07/2002. 



KAUTZ ET AL.; "Agent Amplified Communication"; Proceedings of the 13th National 
Conference on Artificial Intelligence and the 8th Innovative Applications of Artificial 
Intelligence Conference; vol. 1; Aug. 4-8, 1996; pp. 3-9; XP002102512; Portland, OR, 
USA. 



FONER L. N.; "A Multi-Agent Referral System for Matchmaking"; Proceedings of the First 
International Conference on the Practical Application of Intelligent Agents and Multi- Agent 
Technology; April 22-24, 1996; pp. 245-261; XP002200834; Blackpool, Lanes, UK. 
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NOV 1 3 2002 
Technology Center 21 DO 



Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confonmance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation 
if not in confonmance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication 



'Unique citation designation number. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



Bunden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington. DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington. DC 20231. 



